espousing similar domains to individual QOL in order to obtain measures of importance, opportunities, initiative, attainment, stability, and satisfaction (Isaacs, Brown, Brown, & Wang, 2007) . A major gap seems to be in the application of the results from this approach.
It is interesting to see that the new ideas and practical application as well as research, we looked for in the call for papers for this special issue was reflected in the majority of proposals which focussed on application of FQOL-specifically in cultural contexts-, while embedding the QOL concepts in ecological approaches.
But, history is not simply repeated but influences new developments in the present. The focus on the family in QOL research in the disability field can be seen as an increasing blend of different backgrounds and approaches including ecological and systems approaches as well as developmental work in psychology (e.g., positive psychology). In studying individual QOL, the importance of the family and the broader network of community (particulary friends and neighbours) are critical as seen in the innovative research of the Turnbulls (Turnbull, Brown, & Turnbull, 2004) , where FQOL was viewed as a multidimensional social construct (Samuel, Rillotta, & Brown, 2012) .
The importance of ecological aspects is reflected in the first World Report on Disability (WHO, 2011), where considerable attention is paid to the complexity of experiencing disability in different cultural contexts. Themes like war and conflict and living with a disability in or because of extreme poverty were less emphasized in the QOL measures and disability research agendas, but are presented in this special issue.
At the more individual side of the spectrum of disability, there are issues concerning inclusion and personal and societal outcomes, but there is also the pressing issue of practising inclusive and collaborative research-in other words: the method is the message, which is also presented in this special issue. In summary, we have attempted to provide a blend of new challenges and solutions.
One of our QOL "pater familias," Roy Brown, opens this special issue and shares with us his reflections after many years studying QOL. He leads us through critical debates on subjectivity versus objectivity of QOL data, which currently results in confusing or even misleading interpretation and as a result devalues data labeled as subjective. For the author, such QOL or FQOL data are hard perceptual data which require serious and careful interpretation. The author then critically investigates issues around inclusion that in practice can often lead to individual and family exclusion. Consequently, these situations can "bounce back" on the concept of QOL because the extreme acceptance of inclusion at all costs can lead to further exclusion. He argues that QOL needs to be expanded into a paradigm which takes into account this type of variable impact. A paradigm that guides future research, policy, and practice.
Brown's article gives us insight into the solid grounds on which QOL has been built over the last decades.
The fruitfulness of this soil is reflected in the broad palette of subjects in this Special Issue. Furthermore, the concept of FQOL contains few indepth studies on the relation between the various family members and general FQOL. Contributing to the foundation of FQOL, Boelsma, Caubo, et al., conducted several individual family case studies. Relation dynamics were noted and described using the metaphors employed by the family members. One of the reflections by the authors is that the dynamic interplay between individual and family QOL can strengthen families and their members, but can also lead to tensions and conflicts between family members. A flexible way of assessing family QOL, as proposed by Alborz, might be one of the possible applications of these findings. In the final article, Schmidt, I. Brown & Schmidt inform us also on the importance of family relationships. In their Slovenian study, family relationships and community interaction proved to be important contributors
